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“There is so much 

knowledge and infor-

mation that cannot pos-

sibly be entirely learned 

and absorbed, the best 

thing we can do is to en-

sure that children can 

ask strategic questions” 

 Partnering  with  

Parents to Ask the  

Right Questions 

Important 
Dates 

 March 2 Sixth Grade 

Pasta Dinner/Silent 

Auction 

 March 8 Professional 

Development– No 

school for students 

 March  21 & 22 

Parent/Teacher Con-

ferences 

 

From the Principal... 

K. Chavez, Principal:          March 2019 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

One of the most important skills that we can all do well to 

strengthen is our ability to reflect on what we have been able 

to accomplish in the recent months and identify those areas 

that are still in need of attention. Observing your children's 

growth over short periods of time is not an easy task as we do 

not see true, long-lasting gains over a couple of weeks. In-

stead, we all need to look at where the children began the 

school year or even  where they were at this time last year. 

As you reflect, begin to think about the focal point for upcom-

ing parent/teacher conferences. Start developing strategic 

questions that will address your focus along with strategies 

and next steps to be taken in order to collaborate with and 

participate in strengthening your children’s skillsets. 
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Manners Matter 
When I was a youngster, we were encouraged to do our best in school 

just the same as today. Our best effort was expected in all curricular are-

as. What I thought was odd was parents paying my friends for good 

marks in behavior. As I grew, it became obvious why anything less than 

one’s best behavior was inexcusable. 

Studies 
A study at Harvard demonstrated that 80% of 10,000 students ranked 

achievement and personal happiness over kindness. Yet, 96% of parents 

indicated the importance of their children having a strong moral compass. 

This seems to be a mixed message between what adults say and do. 

Do we forget to show our children how to set aside our self-interests for 

the common good or the good of another? To cultivate kindness in our 

children, we must be authentic in our own demonstration of sensitivity and 

empathy to one another. Playing well with others, respecting our peers in 

school and on the bus, and being helpful must be learned the same as 

earning in ELA and Math. 

Soaring Eagles 
When our students earn Soaring Eagles tickets, they have proven to 

themselves, their peers, and their teachers that they have an authentic 

understanding of manners. Our PBIS system will continue to grow and 

emphasize the importance of being able to work and play collaboratively 

even when there is disagreement among us. Let’s all try in every way to 

tell our children that, “Yes, we want you to be good students, but we also 

want you to be good people!” 

Mathematical 
Literacy 
“...an individual’s capacity to identi-

fy and understand the role that 

mathematics plays in the world, to 

make well-founded judgments, and 

to use and engage...in many 

ways...as constructive, concerned 

and reflective citizens.” 

In other words, students should be 

able to put mathematics to a func-

tional use. They should have the 

ability to analyze, reason, and 

communicate ideas effectively as 

they pose, formulate, solve, and 

interpret solutions to mathematical 

problems in a variety of situations 

or contexts” 

Building Mathematical 

Comprehension 

Would you rather have 364 jelly-
beans and give 188 to friends or 
have 281 jellybeans and give 137 to 
friends? 

Photo Caption 
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Critical  

Thinking 

 Use various types of 

reasoning (inductive , 

deductive…) 

 Analyze how parts of 

a whole interact with 

one another to pro-

duce overall out-

comes 

 Effectively analyze 

and evaluate evi-

dence, arguments, 

claims, and beliefs 

 Analyze and evaluate 

alternative points of 

view 

 Synthesize and make 

connections between 

information and argu-

ments 

 Interpret information 

and draw conclusions 

 Solve different kinds 

of unfamiliar prob-

lems in both conven-

tional and innovative 

ways 

 Identify and ask sig-

nificant questions that 

clarify various points 

of view and lead to 

better solutions 

 

Photo Caption 

Twenty First Century Skills 
The twenty first century skills movement is more than a decade old. The 

“three Rs” (reading, writing, arithmetic) are no longer good enough for us 

to compete globally. Instead the “four Cs” (communicators, creators, criti-

cal thinkers, and collaborators) are needed to face today’s challenges. 

Critical thinking will be the focus for this month, while the others will be the 

focus in the coming months. We do not attend school in order to memo-

rize math facts and the spellings of numerous words. Critical thinking is a 

valued skill for all students. There is one obvious claim of education– one 

cannot learn well without thinking well.  

All grades need to be able to analyze, interpret, monitor accuracy, and 

use reasoning to solve problems. Deep thinking leads to higher levels of 

concentration and improved thought processing. Critical thinking demands 

that the learner be both creative and master academic standards in order 

to generate and judge products of thought.  

Students may research a topic through reading or personal experiences 

created in school and at home. They will then compare their findings. Af-

ter planning and conducting trials, students will communicate with details 

based on evidence collected. 



Drop-off and 
Pick-up 

Students are expected 

to be in class at 8:40 

AM when the day com-

mences. Students en-

tering the building after 

this time will need to 

stop at the office to re-

port in. They will be 

marked tardy at this 

time. 

Thank you for getting 

to school on time and 

allowing the teachers 

to start the day 

smoothly and energeti-

cally! 

Please be sure to sign 

your student out in the 

hallway when picking 

your child up at the end 

of the school day! 

Lunch  
Payment 

If you send cash in for 
lunch payment, please 
remember to put it in 
an envelope with your 
child’s name on the 
front. This will allow us 
to make sure the ac-
count is credit efficient-
ly. 

PTO NEWS 
First off, we would like to extend a warm welcome to our new Prin-
cipal, Mr. Chavez! Mr. Chavez has already began to fit right in at 
Chaplin Elementary School and we are excited to see what he has 
in store for our children, our school and our community!  

The PTO here at CES does a lot to raise money for class field trips, 
school supplies, school wide events, along with free events for our 
kids to enjoy! 

What’s coming up in March? 

This Saturday, March 2nd is the Annual 6th Grade Pasta Dinner/ 

Silent Auction and PTO Basket raffle from 5-7pm. This is always a 

fun school wide/ community event that helps raise money for our 

6th graders to go to Nature's Classroom for a week. We hope to 

see everyone there! 

Also, mark your calendars for our school wide Easter Egg hunt tak-

ing place Saturday, April 6th with a rain date of April 13th. Be on 

the look out for a flyer in your child's folder with more info as the 

date comes closer. 

How can I help? 

We often have many opportunities for you to volunteer to help dur-
ing our events. If you are interested please contact us at: chap-
linpto@gmail.com 

Our monthly PTO meetings are the FIRST Wednesday of each 
month at 6:30pm in the CES Library, we'd love to see some new 
faces and get some new ideas!  

-Chaplin PTO 

Chaplin Elementary School 

Evacuation Drill 

Chaplin Elementary held a fire drill on Friday, February 22. The 

students and staff did a fantastic job clearly the building quickly 

and safely.  


